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Male spadix (Fig. 24) rather stout, about tfj- feet long (in
Beccari's specimen) and about l-§- inches in diameter at the
peduncular part. Spathes tubular, ending at the apex on one
side in a triangular, acuminate liirb, covered all over with a
dense woolly tomentum which is difficult to remove; branches
of spadix about 6, the lowest 1 inch in diameter, bearing about
6 flowering branchlets digitately arranged, the next bearing 5,
and the apical branch, which is biconvex and only £ inch in
diameter, bearing only 2 ; the branches arise from their respec-
tive spathes. Branchlets J-f feet long, g-f- inch in diameter, the
axillary part tough and subligneous, no-flowers at the base for
the distance of about |. inch. Flowers 3 for each scale and
rising from it successively, having the appearance of small
straw-coloured globules. Segments of corolla rigid and
parchment-like, rotundate, and very strongly striate-nervose;
at the apex the flowering branchlets are suddenly narrowed into
a small obtuse tail about •£- inch long and devoid of flowers
Female spadix not known.
Fruits pretty regularly obovate-pyriform, markedly and
gradually attenuate towards the base, sub-hemispheric or almost
regularly rotundate in the upper third, laterally slightly
compressed, devoid of a distinct keel, with numerous and small
inequalities on the surface; base somewhat irregular with small
gibbosities and only 1-1 £ inch broad, whilst in the upper third
the antero-posterior diameter of the entire fruit is 2|-2£ inches
and the transverse diameter 2 inches; total length of fruit 3f
inches; pericarp very large in comparison with the seed,
sarcocarp well developed, $ inch -thick on the sides and -i j -|-
inch at the base and apex; endocarp ^->3V inch thick on the
ventral side, thinner on the other side and slightly thicker below
and above, regularly incurved at the apex above the seed,
leaving a broad opening in its tissue for the plumule to pass
through at the time of germination. Seed slightly above the
centre of the fruit, obovate, 1|- inches long and 1 inch broad
towards the upper third, whence it * gets very little narrower
towards the flattened base; the upper part is broadly conical
and the apex very obtuse!; albumen ^4-J- inch thick, the cavity
being conform to the shape of the seed. Embryo perfectly
apical.
Pedicel -$- incli long, comparatively slender, -fc inch broad at

